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As to the theory of the process : iodide
of silver is formed by the action of the
iodine vapour on the silver, which had pre-
viously been acted on by the diluted nitric
acid. The rays of light reflected from white
objects are supposed to produce minute
cracks in the iodide of silver, and thus to

enable the mercury to penetrate the surface
and form an union with the iodine. There-
flection of light from white objects, and its
absorption by dark ones, account for the
impression of different objects on the plate
when in the camera. It appears singular
that when it is removed from the camera,
nothing can b- discerned on it, even by the
aid of the microscope; and it is not till the
mercurial vapour has acted on it, that the
objects become visible. The use of the hypo-
sulphite of soda is to dissolve and remove
the iodide of silver, which had remained
uoacted on by the light and mercury. Thus
the picture is formed by the iodide of mer-
cury, on a ground of silver.
The principal advantages to be expected

from a perfection of this process are, the

rapidity and exactness with which draw.

ings are made, and their great durability.
Whether, as some suppose, likenesses can
be thus taken, is a point still subjrutice.

GUY’S HOSPITAL SOCIETIES,

Ox Saturday, Oct. 5, the Clinical Report
Society held their first meeting for the ses-
sion; Dr. Ashwell in the chair. After a

complimentary address from the chairman,
the report was read by Mr. Otway, the se-
cretary, the only fact of interest being that
more cases had been reported during the
last than in any former six months. Various
votes of thanks were proposed and respond-
ed to; the only occurrence worth notice being
that Dr. Addison took fire at a gentleman
who had dared to say that the society origi-
nated in the fertile intellect of Dr. Hoclgkiu.
Dr. Addison denied this, and claimed the
honour for Mr. Blackburn, a student.

On the same evening the first meeting of
the Pupils’ Physical Society was held. Mr.
E. Cock occupied the chair, and gave a
sensible introductory address. A paper on
varicose veins was read by Mr. Birkett, who
described a mode of treatment which he had
seen practised in six cases, by M. Velpeau,
in Paris. The plan is to pass pins through
the skin beneath the vein, and then by
twisting thread round them, and including
the skin very forcibly, to produce such in-
flammatory thickening of the parts around
the vein as shall lead to its obliteration. It

appears, however, that very troublesome
ulcers are thus produced, and though M.
Velpeau vaunts the practice, yet we ga-
thered from the discussion that his chef de

clinique was opposed to it, and would never
practice it on his own account. Various
modes of treatment were discussed, but
most of the speakers appeared to agree with
Mr. Cock, that it was very seldom such ope-
rations, attended as they are with some
danger, should be performed, especially a
the increased quantity of blood to be re-

turned by the other veins of the part, would
probably induce in them a varicose Itate.
A gentleman present mentioned that a

French surgeon was in the habit of punc-
turing the veins with heated neeciles, thereby
causing coagulation of the blood, and obli.
teration of the vessel, he believed, with IUC-
cess. No one else, however, appeared to
have heard of the operation.

ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL.

On Saturday, Oct. 12, Mr. Stanley re.
moved the hand of a woman, by amputating
about three inches above the wrist joint.
The operation was performed in a neat
manner.

The history of the case is shortly this:-
About two years since, swelling commenced
in the palmar surface of the hand, and ei-
tended to the forearm, accompanied by
stiffness and pain. During the last eight
months, she has been in the hospital, and
small collections of matter have been re-

peatediy evacuated by puncture. Mr.
Stanley thought the disease originated in
the thecas of the tendons, and in the burs&aelig;
about the carpus ; but, all the treatment

adopted proving inefficacious, nnd as the

patient’s health was suffering from the irri-
tative fever set up by the disease and the
confinement to the hospital, the operation
becatnea matter not only ufexpeciiency, but
of necessity. On making an examination
of the affected parts, after amputation, the
flexor tendons were found all matted toge-
ther, their thec:f obliterated, and the cellu-
lar tissue around greatly induraterl. The

synovial membrane of the carpal joint was
tlsickened to six or seven times its natural
size, and its internal surface was very rough
and granulated. The articular cartilage on
the extremity of the radius and opposed
carpal bones, was absorbed, and new bone
formed on the radius.* The disease had
also extended into the articulations between
the carpal and metacarpal bones, and the

metacarpal bones with each other. Mr.
Stanley remarked, that this was owing to one
synovial membrane being common to these
articulations; and, therefore, it was a very
rare circumstance to find circumscribed
disease of that joint. From the extent of
the disease, he felt quite satisfied that the

* One of the carpal bones was loose in the
joint, and its shape so much altered byabsorption, that it could not be recognised.


